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[The following report represents a compilation of articles deal-
ing with retail trade in consumer goods in the USSR from the Soviet
press in September 1953.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources. )

According to Izvestiya of 9 September 1293, the U3SR had aprroximately
8,500 kolkhoz markets lorated in most citlics and ruyons, in most of the work-
ers' settlements, and at many railrcad stations.,

The paper urged all market udministrztions to conclude agreements with
kolkhozes for the sale of surplus potatoes, vegetubles, and other products.
In the first half of 1953, Moscov markets ontered irto approximately 2,000
such agreements. (1)

A September 1953 article in Trud statod that the Yain Administrations of
Workers' Supply of the industrial ministries have improved their operations
considerably. Commodity turnover and the trade network were continually ex-
panding. For example, within the Main Administrotion of Workers' Supply of
the Ministry of Petroleum Industry, the level of commodity turnover in the
first half of 1953 almost doubled the average monthly turnover of 1950. By
1 July 1953, the network of retail trade and public sating enterprises of the
administration had reached 4,758 units, as compared to 2,941 on 1 January
1950. Well equipped stores have been opened in Hebit-Dag, Krasnodar, Baku,
and a number of rayons of Tatarskaya and Bashkirskaya obtlasts,
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However, the puper

still lags behing

The paper also complained that in some stores and dining rooms miny mal-

practices, such as embezzlement of goods, short measuring, and short weighing,
were still ip existence.(2)

According to another Izvestiya article, 32 billion rubles' worth of goods ,
in addition t9 the 312 billion rubles!'

Put on sale in the UsSR ip April-December 1953,

The newspaper also stated that there has been o sharp increase iy the
quantities of lumber, cement, iron, nails, slate,
prodncts,
biles, motorcycles, bleysles,

and other petroleum

the plan.
to be leased by the administration,

vegetable storehouses, and cold-stora v
8e places. However, b September 1953
only 90 of the 246 units were ready tion ]
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continued, the number of row units fut into operation
By the eud of 1953, 246 new units were scheduled
including 110 stores, U7 dining rooms,

to be put into operation.

worth origirally allocated, were to be

reofing tile, motor gmsoline
and coal available for sale. Sales of uutomo-
diesel motors, lozomobiles, electric motors,

radio recelvers, arg sewing machines also increased.

In September

1353, consumers cooperatives in the USSR included over
259,000 trading enterprises,

In 195k, capital investment in the construction

of stores and shops was cxpected to increase more than threefold over 1953,

while expenditures
almost douhled,

The article state

In Shklovskiy Rayvon of Mugilevska:a Oblast, for example,
enterprises befors the

for the construction of bases and warehouses were to be

4 that man rayons and rural areas lacked enough stores.

there were G0 trading
only 7C. The

War; in September 1953, there were

organization of cooperative trade was also very poor, the article countinued.

In many cases, regular
und trading hours were

consumer demunds ;
insufficient deliveri

Moscow

According o Moskovsksn Pravda of September
% in Moscow stores.
shades, textile arqd leuther
clothing, &nd many other

goods were appen:

increasing voluma.

The article uleo stated that in the second

the same
fabrics,
cent.(h)

In another September
were 30 kolkhoz markets

one time,

over 1,400 persons.

tnere were

delivery of goods to the stores was not provided for,
not adhered to. Trade workers still failed to analyze
surplus deliveries of goods in some rayons and

es in others.(3)

as compared with 7,700 people in 1940.
with approximazely 13,

000 scales (compared with 3,000 in
The dlvision for the orgunization of kelkhoz trade in the

1953, wore and more consumer
Silk urd cotton fabrics of various
footwear of many strles, tep-quality ready-to-wear
products were being produred by industry in an ever

quarter 1953, as compured with

veriod in 1952, sales of woolen fabrics Increased 13.2 percent, silk
21 percent, sewn goads,

L3.7 percent, and leather footwear, 13.3 per-

1953 article, Moskovskaya Pravda reported thut there
in Moscow, which could accommodate 15,000 pecple at
The markets were equipped
1940) and employed

Moscow Market Administration had concluded 1,971 agreements for the delivery

of 152,000 tons of various products;

1,471 of these agreements were with

kolkhozes of Moskovskaya Oblast and 500 with kolkhozes of other cblasts.
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According to the same article, 218 milk-collecting points and 149 points
for the collection of potatoes and vegetables have been established in the
rayons of Moskovskaya Oblast, In the first half of 1953, the milk-collecting
points delivered 3,627 tons of milk to Moscow, while the produce-collecting
points delivered 6,530 tons of various produce. The delivery of & varied
assortment of agricultural products to kolkhoz markets was continually in-
creasing. In 1952, 381,250 tons were delivered, as compared with 148,745
tons in 1940, According to the plan for 1953, over 400,000 tons of variocus
agricultural products were to be delivered to the markets.

However, the article continued, not one market had an adequate vegetable
storehouse. Vegetables apd fruit were stored overnight either in unsuitable
shelters or outdoors.

The article stated that only 28 to 30 percent of &1l gocds brought to
warket were delivered under &n organized plan. The market administration,
vhile entering into agreewents with kolkhozes, ofter failed to abide by the
rules of these agreements, e.g., by not furnishing transport facilities to
kolkhozes for the delivery of produce .(5)

ficcording to VYechernyazu Moskve of September 1953, the Ministry of Trade
USSR was organizing two specialized trading centers in Moscow and Leningrad,
the "Moscow Fish Products Trading Center" and the "Leningrad Fish Products
Trading Center." Pwenty of the Glavrybtorg (Maln Administration of Fish
Sales) stores were belng transferred to the "Moscow Fish Products Truding
Center." Capital repuir apd re-equipment of these stores were to be under-
taken. The orgenization of these specialized trade centers was to be com-
pleted by 15 November 1953.(F)

Leningzad .

. Leningradskays Pravda reported on 3 September 1953 that 400,000 more
' rubles' worth of food and manufactured goods were sold in Leningrad in the

first half of 1953 than in the same period of 1952. Many new, vell equipped
stores were opened. Wew speciulized trade orgunizations ror the sale of
bakery producte, milk, vegetables, clothing, footwear, and textlles were
2180 creuted. However, the work of many trade orgenisations far from an-
swered consumer demands the paper continued. Many trade orguniczations
failed to meet the commodity turnover plan, and one organlzation did not
even equal last year's performance.

Many trade orgunizations, disregarding consumer demands were satisfied
with a limited assortment and low quality of poods, showed no initiative in
exploiting local resources for the expansion of commodity turnover, and were
not giving good service to the consumer.

The newspaper criticized the city market administration for ot glving
enough attention to the problems of construction, plunning, und organization
of markets, and to the creation of proper treding conditions for the kolkhoz
farmers who come to the markets.(7)

Another article in Leningradsknyn Pravdn eriticized the ~omtines of the
"Lenplodoveshch'torg" (Leningrad Fruit and Vegetable Trading Organization)
Tor failing to conduct timely and accurate processing of vegetables. For
example, in August 1953, Vegetable Combine No 2 received many cases of cab-
bage and potatoes and stacked them in the cpen, although storage facilities
were available. As & result, the produce was spoiled. 3Spoilage also ex-
isted in warehouses, where vegetables lay unsorted for weeks. Practically
all combines were short of workers, and the majority of those on hand were
occupied with loading and unloading of vegetables. Only 20 percent of the
loading and unloading work was mechanized at Combine No 2.
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The same newspaper aisg reported that by September 1553, U8 hukeries had
already been‘re-equipped in Leningrad and 26 bakeries were to undergo repairs
{during 19527, Sanitary conditions in bread-baking and takery cnterprises
vere lmproving, Refrigerators were installed in the confectionery departments
of 28 stores. Tha "Lenkhlebtorg" (Leningrad Trading Orgunization for the Sale
of Bread) had more thay 400 stores in operation.(8)

According 1o Scvelskaya Moldaviya of 30 September 1953, over 150 new food
8nd vegetable storcs have been opened in Leningrad in the first 9 months of

1953. By the end of 1953, 30 edditional trading enterprises were expected to
be opened . (%)

Leningradskaye Pravda of 9 Scptember 1953 stated that approximutely 200
food and manufaecturedsgoods stores, tents, and bakeries served the workers of
Nevskiy Rason, and that the network of trade enterprises was still expanding. (10)

Other RSFSR Cities and Oblusts
———— i 2Es and Ublasts

Pravils reported that in the first 7 months of 1953 the iphabitents of the
rural aresis arcund dovesibirsk had acquired, through consumers cooperatives,
large numbers of pianos, more than 200 motorcycles, over 6,000 bicycles, 1,500
radio receivers, ahout 2,300 sewing machines, and cver 40,000 watches. Almost
ten mifling rubles: worth of silk fabrics have also bcen sold,

Trico. {o “onstiustion materials and household goods was also expanding,
the Bre1cls siibed. Garing the first 7 months of 1953, 2 1/2 times more iron,
wire, nuii: sluts hive been sold than during the same period of 1952.

Kolkhozes alse o Fuirea 170 tiueks und 7 passenger cars through the consumers

cooperntavey .

X

Ao zvestiva of 5 September 1953, censumers cooperatives of
Kirovskay :6r €011 51 million rubles' worth more goods in the first 7
months cof 1%° than in the sume period of 1952, There had been an increase

in sales of silr Srubricg, clothing, leather footwenr, sewing machines, radios,
and Licy: j T bought tens of motors und hundreds of motor vehicles

in r~onsuper oo re, Aores,

Anothner ure
demand for oo
trade we IS IR0 SRR NERY

new SLorcn bt 1

< IR Lo sume paper stated that in Smolenskayn Oblast the
#otds und the commodity turnover or stute and cooperative
"n the lust few months |before September 1953], 20

T in s1ties and villares of the oblast.(12)

According L rorher article igp vaustiyu, ahout 250 new storee, more
thun 190 stoi1a, and searng ol Jdininr rooms were opened in Molotovskayn oblast
in 195> Howrver | tae qumber of trade enterprises was still inadequate and
the distritng ., These shortoomings were especinlly scute in timber-
processin: unid areav. The inhubitants of many populated areas were not

even nble Lo Loy carentinl coneumer £oods in thelr immedinte vicinity.

The
I NCW -
the "Meiosovie s Combine wnn sohedyled
built oniy 3

Stated that ctores vere not teing bullt quickly enough
frernts . Althaupl the Workers! Supply Administration of
te tuild 150 new stores in 1952, it

St

Surpi cde were piled up at varehouses and buzes beceuse of the
unsatisfuctery organization of trade, the article continued. The Aleksandrov
Trading Orzarizution received enough soup to last 19 years, enough perfume to
last 6 vears, and eriough china and porcelain £oods to last 5 years; Yet soup
{ and other ~ssentinl goods have not been availuble in stores of Shchuch'ye-
i Ozerskiy Rayon for scme time. Supply bases were often well stocked with gro-
cery products, vhile stores lacked a minimum assortment of these items.(13)

'
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According Lo Suvetskaya Kirgiziva, kolkhor:s in Stavropol'skiy Kray,
RSFSR, were €Xpanding their sales of agricultural surpluses to consumers
cooperatives. From the beginning or 1353, the cule of various products to
CONSUMErs cooperatives was tvice as great as in the same period of 1952.
The sale of meat was 2.5 times that of the corresponding period of 1952,
the sale of butter and honey was doubled, and the sale of fruit increased
sixfold. Consumers cooperatives in turn have considerably expanded their
trade in manufactured goods, (1k)

Accorling to Sovetska Litva of 1 September 1953, large shipments of
goods to Petropaviovsk on the Kumchatka Peninsula have been delivered by ship
in 1953. The stores of Kamchatks were receiving high-qunlity footuwear, ready-
to-wear clothing, siik and woolen fabrics, bicycles, aotoreycles, rudios, and
food products from Moscow, Leningrud, Kiev, =nd other cities of the country.
In the first 7 monthe or 1953, more than 70 million rubles' worth of goods
have been sold to workers of the oblast, simost as muth < in the firet 9
months of 1352.(15)

Belorussian 35R
=R E5200 LR

According to iruvda of 2 September 1953, 235 kolkhor markets were oper-
ating in cities, rivon centers, and workers' settlements of the Beloruucian
SSR. In the month of August 1953 ilone, more than 12 rillion rublec' worth
of agriculturul preduse was sold to the city ropulation through kollhnoz wmar-
kets. On 4! Aupune YIC3, appronimetely - tens ol vepetubies were delivered
to Minsk mnrkets from 9T kolkhozes. This was almost ten times wore than the
average drily delivery in Auguct 1952.(16)

According Lo un urticle in Sovetskuye Estoniya, over 39 million rubles
huve been spent in the bostwar years on the comstruction of trade enterprises
in Minsk. In thr last two years {1952-1953}, €0 stcres have been set up in
newly construrted residentin] dwellings. Tens of trade enterprises were to
be opened in 1953, The network of specinlized stores in Minsk was also ex-
panding.(:7)

£ tooun article dn Sovetskem Beloruosiya, trade In

wost cerlous chortcomings. Tens of trede enter-

“ere not fulfiiling the somwodity durnover plun., A

tpers nnd directors of trading organizations toleruted

s Lo stores, which led to disruptions in trade. In

rler 1993, Minsk tradin unizotion il te use their stocks
iso, b . her produs ilebtorg” (Dread Trad-

ing Orpapizaticon), o Teiled to fulfill it comnddity turnover plan

by more thun b ciilien s 25, Iln o swrvey of hundreds of stores, infractions

of Soviet truic rales were observel in half of them.(13}

Minsk stil:
prises and org
number of store
irregular deliv.
the second o

of cotton ful

off

"

According to uncther article in Sovetskare Belorussiyz, over £00 million
rubles have been spont in the last 3 yeu on the zenstruction and organiza-
tion of trade enterprises of the Belorussinn GER., In 1953, 38 million rubles
have been allocated for that purpose.  The quuntity of poods soing on sale in
the ctores hos aloo heer increasing. In 193, over 32, zillion rubles! worth
of additional Tood and manufactured products were allocuted to the republic.

The article also stated that the Ministry of Trade did not meet the com-
modity turnover plan as a whole for the Tirst hall of 1953, and also failed
to meet the ~upital construction plan both for 1952 end for the first T months
ol 1953, thus disrupting the schedule for the opening of specialized footwear,
clothing, and other stores.(19)
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Ukrainian SOR
prhindiabi it G )

ﬁccording to  September issue of Pravda Ukrainy, the trade netwerk serv-
ing tihe rail workers of the Southwest Railroad System was being enlarged. At
tpe Kiev Locuomotive Terminal imeni Andreyev, a large menufactured goods store
vith departments for ready-to-wear clothing, footwear, “abrics, and knitwear
has been openei. Trade has also begun in the well equipped food store for rail
workers at Chokolovka.

.Kcu troding enterprizes were wlso Leing opened on the line, the article
cont}nu&dA A food store for the workers of the Chernizovsk Terminal has been
put Ln?o service. The aquipping of a manufestured goods store and a food store
for ruil vorkers of Belay.. Tserkov' in Marinovks uns veing completed, and &
focd store for workers of the Korosten' Terminul was being constructed. In
addition, « lurge department store was to be opened in Darnitsa. Altogether
l.? storce, 1 dt rooms, tnud 2 bakeries were to be opened in 1953 on the
Uouthwes o four more railway-cur stores have been cquipped

)

hocording to o iten in Vechernyavn Moshva, new rural stores werc veling
opened in weny rayons of b ar'kovskayn Oblust. Twenty-four new rural stores
have begun operiitions in t first 7 monthe or 1253. Since the sturt of 1953,
commodity turnover In the rural petwork has insreaced 23.3 percent.(21)

An wrticle in Turkmensksyt Iskra stuted thot there were 973 stores and
hi9 1um <archonzec trading in construction materials in rural areas and

©oof the Ukraipniun S5R. Twenty of the stores and lumber waree
houses woro opencd dnring the first 7 months of 1353. In Kiyevskaya Oblast
alone, over 90 ctored lumber warchouses were selling construction
meterinls to kolkhe: z.{22)

lnrge
Dnepro
and A med
Jneprong
Dneprod:
Orpanizuti
Ry the end o |
in the citien o

pe-etion in Dnep:
t oyear and a hin
ctore with six Jdepar
manufne tured ponds o » berin operations in

ores of "Ukrodezhdx" (Ukrainian Tride
eoof Clothing) wers sed in Krivey Rog and tidikopol.
. ot trading enterpricenr were to b2 put into operation
Tnerropetrovskaya Obluet . (23)

vetrovsk, Krivoy Reg, and
boopecinlized [octuear store
were aleo opened in

revorted on 172 Deptember 1053 thd iIn 1952 more than

vy oand publie enting enter;rissc were opened in cities and
riinian SER. In the first half of 1053, the trade network
. 808 insreased by wore than 2,030 unitc. However, the 1952
ruction of dilning rooms wes not completed, and the 1952 plan
fulfilled. In the first half of 1953, locel trading
»otrusts opened only 37 of dining rooms plunned

viilages of th
of the Ulirairn:
plun for cor
wis not heinn
orpenlzations
for 1953.(°L)

In « la e, Pravda Ukreiny presented o roview of letters from
WOrRers ! Inulot trade One writer deor the lack of corks for

iz that it 5 possible to get a new cork only by buying
tuny residents of Chernevo Vilizge of Shalyginskiy
b, compluined ubout the short supply of batteries for
A letter from Izmail complained about the lack of children's
, and coats . (25)

thermos hottles
a pev thermos
Rayon, Lum
radio re-eive
suits, trouse
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In another Septcmber 1953 article, Pravda Ukrainy reported thet commodity
turnover in Stalinskaya Oblast has increesed 20 percent as compared with 1952,
Several sto?es have been opened ip Gorlovka and by the end of 1953, 13 new
stores dealing in Jewelry, furniture, electrical appliances, and food were to
be opened. More than 40 new stores were opened in Zhdanov. By September,
there were over 5,300 stores ang approximately 3,000 public eating establish-
ments in the oblast and, by the end of 1953, approximately 300 more stores and
dining rooms were to be put into operation. Sales in the following consumer

goods have increased considerably: meat, sausage products, milk, clothing,
footwear, knitwear, and s11k.(26)

In a 2h September article, Izvestiys reported that Kher 'kov had 9L3
general shops, 90 tailoring shops, 1,182 food and manufactured goods stores,
and over 1,000 stalls. 4 network of stores specializing in dietetic, meat,

dairy, and other products has also been created.(27)

Lithuanian 58

According to Sovetskaya Litva of 8 Septemter 1953, the trade network in
the Lithuanian SSR was undergoing a general expansion. The number of spe-
cialized stores selling clothing, footwear, and cultural products was being
increased. In rural localities, consumer cooperative stores as well as rayon
and rural stores were to sell more textiles, footwear, sewing machines, snd
knitted fabrics. In the fourth quarter 1953, the government has lncreased
allocations of manufactured goods for consumers cooperatives by 50 percent,
Consumers :ooperatives vere to receive an additional 3,800,000 rubles' worth
ol wool fabrics, and an additional 1.5 million rubles' worth of silk and
other manufactured goods. The sale of food and mapufectured goods in stote
trade was also increasing greatly.

However, the article stated that many trading organizations of the re-
public were not serving the consumer adequately. Sales personnel feailed to
observe store hours and were rude to customere. The fixed assortment minimum
for goods was not adhered to, and suburban stores had shortages of essentinl
commodities . (28)

In another Septembter 1953 article, Sovetskaya Litva reported that 10
million rubles' worth of goods vere being sold in the Vil'nyus department
, store every month. This figure was over a million rubles more than in any
month of 1952. However, deficiencies 1in the assortment and quality of goods,
particularly sewn goods and footwear, were still in existence.(29)

Finally, Sovetsknzg Litve of 11 September 1953 announced that in the
fourth quarter 1953 the trade network of the Ministry of Trade Lithuanian
S8R was to sell certain commodities over and above regular allocatlons ae
follows: 9 million rubles' worth of silk febrics, 14.5 million rubles®
worth of ready-to-wear clothing, and more than one million rubles' worth of
nev-style footwear. In the second half of 1953, several thoueand radio
recelvers, thousands of wrist watches, tens of Pobeda and Moskvich passenger
cars, many sevwing machines, and a large quantity of constructicn materials
vwere nlso to go on sale in adéition to the regular allocations., In addition,
in the second half of 1953, 98 percent more weat, 40 percent more fish, 42
percent more sausage products, 125 percent more vegetable oil, and 37 percent
more sugar were to be sold than during the same period of 1952.(30)
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Estonian SSR

In an article of 19 September 1953, Sovetskayn Estoniya reported that
the volume of retail trade in the Estonian 8§R in the second quarter 1953
increased 23 percent over the same period of 1952. In the first 8 wonoths
of 1953, 30 percent more goods were sold in the manufactured goods stores
of Kokhtla-Yarve than in the pame period of 1952. The inhabitapts of

Kokhtla-Yarve acquired over b million rubles' worth of cotton and silk
fabrics alope.

However, the article continued, gerious shortcomings and disruptions in
trade still existed. Goods often could not be found in the stores evep vhen
they were available at the warehouses and bases, and essential commodities
such as laundry sosp, salt, and beking soda vere not always on sale.(31)

Karelo-Finnish SSR

According to Leninskoye Znamya of 1 September 1953, the pusber of trade
enterprises in Petrozavodsk bas increased from 375 in 1950 to &80 im 1958,
In the first half of 1953, compared with the same period in 1952, commodity
turnover increased by 16 million rubles. The sale of basie food and manue
factured goods, such as sugar, fats, hosiery, silk fabrics, leather ‘foetwear,
etc., increased considerably. The demand for durable goods aliso increased
sharply. 1In the first 6 months of 1953, compared with the same perfod of
1952, sales increased as follows: bicycles, 550 percent; redios, 150 percent;
accordions, 340 percent; motorcycles, 60 percent; and metal beds, 180 parcent,(33d

In another article, Leninskoye Znamya declared that the wholesale base of
the Karelo-Finnish Consumers Union was increasing its deliveries of mapufaoce
tured goods to various rayons of the republic. In 1953, the value of Yioyoles,
phonographs, and photographic equipment consigned to rayons vas hupdreds of
thousands of rubles above that of 1952.

The article also stated that the demand for textile goods was growing,
The "Tekstil'sbyt" [Administration for the Sale of Textiles?] base sold
97,461,000 rubles' worth of woolen, silk, and cotton fabrics ip the firet
8 months of 1953.(33)

Leninskoye Znamys also criticized a number of stores for failing regue
larly to meet the commodity turnover plan., For example, in one of the
"Pishchetorg" stores in July [1953], such items as sugar, barley products,
wacaroni, nonalcoholic beverages, and omany other everyday products wers not
on sale.

The network of public dining enterprises was also inadequate, the article
complained. In many public dining rooms and smack bars, the menu vas very
limited and the quality of food was low. Some public dining enterprises oper-
ated under difficult conditions. For exawple, in one restaurapt the whole pro-
cess of food preparation was done manually; special equipwent was not used for
lack of space, In 1953, only two new dining rooms were to be put {nto sere
vice.(32)

In still another article, Leninskoye Zpamys declared that operationa of
wholesale warehouses were still poorly organized and resulted in & frequent
pile up of nonmoving goods. For example, on 1 July 1953, the ORS (Workers®
Supply Division) of the "Pitkyaranta” Cellulose Plant had accumulated the
folloving large surpluses for which there was little popular depandg 1&50,000
rubles' worth of cotton fabrics, 200,000 rubles' worth of leather footweer,
100,000 rubles' worth of rubber footwear, and 57,000 rubles' worth of other
goods. At the same time, goods which were in constant demand, such as gkile
lets, vashboards, scissors, electric coils, electric cords, aluninum forks and
spoons, etc., vere not on sale.(3h4)
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In an 18 septemher article, Ko 3 G ¢
¥ » hommunist reported that a new rural store,
the 55th to dat?, has been opened 1p Aparan, Armenian SSR. Like all rural
stores, it carries a vide assortment of silk, woolen, and cotton fabrics,
footwear, knitwear, ready-to-vear clothing, and food products.

The article stated that the network or stores in the republic was cone~
tinually inereasing. Twenty-two new rural stores were to be opened in
Vedinskiy, Shaumyanskiy, Gorisakiy, and Idzhevanskiy Tayons, and rural stores
were to be openeg in Azizbekovskiy, Akhtinskiy, and Basargecharskiy rayons.(39)

Main Administratiop for the Sale of Electrical Industry Froducts in Yerevan
had 320 to 370 different types or electrical products on sale. New items
such as electric floor polishers, record players, shavers, and combination
tea kettles ang Semovurs were quickly bought up. The store fulfilled the com-
modity turnover plan 115 percent in the first half of 1953.

The newspaper complaineq that republic industry was not producing enough
of the electrical products s01d in the Armenian SSR. Most of the £00ds were
obtained from Leningrag, Moscow, Saratov, Kiev, and Rige. Consumers also
complained Justifinbly about the quality of products, particularly washing
mechines and refrigerators.(Lo)

Georgisn $SR
=2 e 50 ooR

Vechern Moskva reported on 3 September 1953 thot a new footwear store
of the Gruzobuv 'torg (Georgian Footwear Trading Organization) and a new
"Gruzodezhda" (Georgicn Clothing Trading Organization) store have beep put
into operation 1in Tbilisi. In the first 8 months of 1953, over 70 stores,
stalls, ang pavilions hove been opened in Tbilisi. Haif of them are located
in outlying districts.(r1)

Zarya Vostoka of 6 September 1953 also mentioned the opening of several
new trading organi:ations ip Tbilisi -- the Tbilist "Tekstil'torg" (Trude
Organization for the Sale of Textiles), which hos been organized to sell tex-
tile products and which took over four "Tbilpromtorg" (Teilist Manufactured
Goods Trading Organization) stores, and two other specialized textile stores,
EBranch stores of new trading organizations were also belng opened in Sukhumi,
Batumi, and Kutaisi,(h1)

According to another September article {in Znr 7t Jostoka, the retafl trade
network in Batumi, Georgian SOR, acquired three now delicutessen and arocery
stores, and a children's store since the beginning of 1953. Two more special-
ized stores, a dishware, furniture, and cultural-poods store, and o bakery were
opened in the beginning of September 1953,

Two "Gruzodezhda® end one "Gruzobuv'" stores were being put into operation.
The new stores were trtisticelly decorated and furnished with the latest equip-
ment.(h2)

Azerbnxg:han S8R

According to Bakinskiy Rabochiy or 6 September 1953, 19 million rubles'
worth of food and manufactured commodities were sold in the villages of
Tauzskiy Rayon, Azerbaydzhan SSR, during the first 7 wonths of 1953, includ-
ing 7.5 million rubles' worth of cotton fabrics, 2.5 million rubles' vorth of
suger and confectionery products, furniture, beds, and various other products.
A new dining room for workers of the Tauz Cement Plant was put into operation.
Construction of a large store for the sale of manufactured and food commodities
was also ncer completion in Tauz City.(43)
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In another September crticle, Bakinskiy Rabochiy reported that workers

of the Azerbaydzhen petroleunm rayons wern acquirfsg—éoreA"nd more mnufastured
commoditles, including furniture, motorcycler, biryclen, refrigerators, radio
recelvers, etc. A5 of September 1953, more than £CO stores Ir the petroleum

R rayons dealt in manufactured goods; 39 were speriunllzed, seiling footwear,

: ready-to-wear clothing, furniture, and cultural conic. cntlyr 25 new spe-
cialized stores were put into operation in Xirowskiy, Shaumynnovskiy, Stalin-
skiy, Kishlinskiy, and other Baku rayons.(Lh)

Kazakh SER

pereent more
produsts were

sccording to Faznkhotanskava iravde of & Uaptomne
febrics, 26 percent more sewn geods, and 27 rersen t

50ld in Kanzakhstan in the first nusrter 19 ;'1 t quarter 1652,
Sales of food, redio recoivers, vitrhes, biryeles, Camiturs, and other goods
have greatly increised., In the nesand hnlf of 1093, e cozpired with the
second hall of 1052, the snle of ment was to in-rease S1.L nercernt, butter,
46.3 percent, suger, 0.6 persent, and sausage prafucts, 73 percent.

During the first half of 1953, 320 trate ini fond enterprises vere opened
in the republic, tho arti~le ctated. Tre network of cpeciallzed stores has
grown. However, the paper compluined, many trode or izctions were lozging
behind in plan ful{illment, chiefly bocnuse of nn uncutisfastory orgraization
of trade. Many miilions of rub: hoor foels have heen piled un in bases
and store: ere detained ot dlotridution rases.(Ls)

s, fnd luree anounts ol goo

In another September 1957 artiszle, Kozakhstunskaya Prevda reporied that
during & 1/2 yeurs of the Fifth Five-Year Plan mere then 30 new stores were
put into operation in villuges of Northern Kezakhstan. Iew buildings for
housewares and cultural-goods stores were being constructed in rayon conters
of Severo-Kezakhutansknye Oblagt.

According to the article, tince the Yezirning of 1953, kolkhoz vorkers,
mechanization cpesialists, and the rural intelligentsia have bcught 6 million
more rubles' worth of mapufactured and fo rodities then in the same verled
of 1952. Crler of wmotorsycles and birycl doutled, sales of leather and
rubber footwear incraonsed 52 perccent, nnd - af sults, overconts, dresszes,
and other sewn grodu-ts Lilon rubles, s compored with the
correspondin; periol of

Eirgiz SGR

Sovetoksyn Kir
rooms, bakeries,
enterprises.

wes, dining

industry

e thit a new mamyg
3.0 Tnodts Tivet
" uoolen, silk, and o
sults, wnituenr, lootuear,

Another article in ‘Tt same
goods store opened in 001'oLin oo
operation, it sold over 207,000 rubin
fabrics, overcoats, men's, women'ns, ..
and other goods.,

In the first 8 manths of 1053, ' naw ¢
have been openad in the -ities and villages
Just as many more were to be put into overa
kolkhoz market In the sapit~l of the republ

oS

n. 'The construction ol -~ new
uac nlue begun.(47)
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that 1I:n another Sertember 1053 issue of Sovet. i pi_sircduive, it wis stiled
8Ll To correct the serioys shortcomings of the trnde networt in vilivgee,
consumers coecperativeg have

Spent approximatciy 10 million rubles cn the con-
:::;C:;OD of new stores ang varehouses since the beginning of 1352. In ceve
2 nunt yon;, NeV rayon depertment stores, several rural depirtment storec, and
moer of tearcoms ang wArehouses were to be constructed.

According to the ar

ticle, direct prorurenent has been videly oxpanded by
consumers cooperativeg,

Fonst s @ The personal materizl interest of the kolkhozes ond
%0 ‘oz farmers in grecter production of potutocs =nd oihe.s vegetubles end in
the expansion of livestock breeding hos been increasing

-

3 “prnae ~ ;
inzreased deliveries of agriculturzl produnt: to the ~ons

trade in potatoes, veirtulienr, and fruite on o cormiscion bucic :.'o‘:x’lv 4
hive the richt 1o turnp rotiitnes over to the onouner ~gs
on a commission basis «ot..» obligatory dcliveries to the
filled 2nd erain stocks socumulated. Vegetulles -an bLe
khozes after fulfitlment of their monthly deiivers pln
or not the procurement plan for the rayon ur a whole k

Consumers cooperatives have alrezdy tegun to devalop w troad progras of

The article stuted further that, a5 wn ~4ditional incentive, conm
cooperatives were now permitted to sell to 2 kolkros automehilen, brisiives,
electric motors, lumber, rcofing and section iron, slute, noils, and cther
nerufa~tured posds for “erisulturel or heucenold vse In: ito al Lo the
velut of sericultural products bought by = consumers cooperative from the
particular kolkhoz, 1y addition, kolkhozes which cell convidernble quunti-
ties of mes. und milk recelve supplementery ash rayurnts.  Kolkhozes which
enter into such sgreeuents are advanced 33 percent of the jurchhze price of
the produsts each auarter. This practice is bein,; expended te include in- .
dividual suppliers who have fulfilled their obligations to the state and wish
to turn over 1livestoesk products to consumer:s cooperatives in conformity with
the system of state purchases . (48)

i

»

roy

G

Sovetskava Kirg Ziyn reported that the conm
enterprises in Tyan'-G Tekara Obluigt wnc
of 1953, ronsumers -~ ives sold
in the zame prriod of 1952, everal Stores ond
are now beling conctry in variocus 8. Over ore mt
been apnrorrinted in 3 for such ronstrict lon Juet o
Tongumers rocper :

madity ovne - L
easing. In tie
" rublest

3R

Tadzhik 65
EALLL LU

A September 1952 poticle In Provda ctata? that
rural localitics o the Painhik E3R wus conotog
large rural steres huve alr
built. 3 large department ¢
shevskiy Raron. llew departme
Koktashskiy, Ordshonikidzoabo

»d in the cont
1o to ©e ope
Jlnckiy, and othe:

soun in

creme L (50)

¥

In the 19 September ivsve, Kommunist Tadehikistonn reported that the

Tadzhik SER hud been nilo~ited 73 milling rables ' werth o sddilional gocds

for ¥953, In 1953, 30.7 percent mere meat, 31 percent nore fish roducts,

596 percett, more enimnl futs, P9.1 percent more coniectionery produztr, 18,2 per-
cent wore sugar, 72.2 percert more cheese, 38 e ot mare vegetihle 0il, ard h7.3
percent more dairy products were to be s0ld in the republic thun .n 19%¢, ine
sale of manufactured goods, including motor~y ~uatomobiles, radlo reseive TS,
home refrigerators, and electrical heating devices, was also in~- asing greasly,

- ]2 -
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In 1953, the Minictry of Trade estatlished zove
the sale of vegetablec. The Stalinebad Food Treding Ory
vegetable stores in August.(51) )

5 und stalis for
tion opunei 13

In enother September 1953 article, Kommunist Tadzhilistanu reported thot
statef cooperative, and kolkhoz trade was undergoing pra:l cxpension in the
Tadzhik SSR. 1In the second half of 1953, the populaticn of the republic was
to receive an additional Supply of various food and manufustured sroducts. In
the first 3 months of 1953, 12 new rural stores, 5 speci i textile and foot-

weur stores, anl 14 sperielized household goods storez vere cponed in rurel
areas.

The article criticized certain aspects of trade 2 follews: muny steres
fail?d Tegularly to meet the commodity turnover plan, tue assoriment of goods
was ipadequote, proper sanitary rules were not observad, onsure~ demands
were lgnored. Stores loruted in the outskirts of ‘he - ty vere more joorly
supplicd with products then those loceted in the center {52)

Turkmen SSR

Secording to Turkrenshin:a Iskrn of 19 Sentenbor Py
tione of the Turkmen SSR were not fully utilizing thelr reccuracs for tl
optimum development of trade. The rresent trade natvork wos not meating the
increased requirecents of the conoumer. Ashkhabid nocdel nf lenst Lo rev,
Wwell cqul d stores. Hxisting warehouses were net rienting the needs ¢f the
trade network,

tr.ding ovynniza-

¥ to meke
nt goods

The article further complained that suppliers
full deliveries, did not provide 2 good assortment,
of inferfor quality to the stores.(53)

Uzbek SSI

Jruvde Vostoka of 9 September 1953 reyported

voeut City Bx-
ecutive Committce In a recent neeting concerning ¢

ufictured

foods trode In the city desidel that therc were 80110 .oriei. “hort-onings
in trede.  The thniaue for serving customers woas -0 Or were inie

cdequately farnishod with refrigerators ond cther e
retwork wee uncvenly distrituted taroughout the city, wit
outskirts. The commities outlined prictical reasure: for

11 the trade
in the
went of

trode in food and manufactured goods. It wor decides 1o all
slores and cpon as many ws D new stores in the cubtel ot vor the

sule of fuel nol manufuctured goods.(%3h)

A luter cdition of Pravda Vostokn continuw 1 tg rri: teading re
ranivations for geriouc shortcomings. Consumer deminde vt cong tdored,
and mistakes were made in the delivery and distributicn of oot

et Tty trad-
.nizttions
stocks of
Lo D teaine

According 1o the crtiele, cormodity turnover plinc
ing orguanizations o Andizhanckaya Oblnet and Ly 2ll the
of the consumers cooporatives. Beectiusce of faulty planniy
aoodg, exceeding normal limits, have cceumulnisd ot v
organizations o’ Andizhanskaya Oblast.

For the sccond half of 1953, the article cuntinued, dditionnl supplies
of pgoods, such 5 meat, butter, vegetable oil, sugtr, and @ mumber of other
products, have been set aside for the Uzbek 8SR.(55)
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Later

work of tra;?.n;hgrmon:h’ eénother Pravda Vostoka article wes critical of the
cooperatives ofteng?:iiations of the Usbek SSR. Stores of the consumers
sewn goods, footwear eg_ to carry essential goods and such items s fabrics,
great demar:d. Inveat’:icuttural 800ds, and other products for which there vas
cooperatives have auffga ion has shown that bases and warehouses of consumers
delivery of goods t icient quantities of goods, but the planning of the
instances whon oodo the stores was still poorly organized. There have been
used for other 8oods set aside for sale to workers and employees have been
plainedA that ahg:zp:s:s },l such as sale to sovkhozes. The paper also com-

in the stores.(56) elghing and measuring and overcharging still took place
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